Hi John,

Attached are the maps of the Verona State Game Area and the map I put together for the habitat project your chapter is supporting. 
We plan to convert 20 acres of existing old-field into 14 acres of diverse prairie and 6 acres switchgrass. The site is very typical of 
much of the Verona SGA and other game areas in the region – old fields with low plant diversity, sod-bound grass, and provide very 
marginal habitat for pheasants. 
The key to increasing bird numbers in the area is to increase the quality of the nesting habitat and winter cover in the area, making this an ideal project. I looked at several potential sites, but chose this location due to it’s proximity to adjacent grassland habitat, adjacent croplands and minimal forest within the area. Verona SGA is one of the best “potential” pheasant areas in the state and this project is located right in the heart of it! 

Please share this information with your chapter members and encourage them to continue to support future habitat projects in the area. 
The more acres we convert, the greater the impact on wildlife! 

Here is a summary of the budget for the project:

Fall 2008:

Spray 2 quarts Roundup 

@ $41/acre = $820

Plowing 



@ $16/acre = $320

Disking 



@ $12/acre = $240

Field cultivator 


@ $15/acre = $300

Plant ½ bushel wheat cover crop 
@ $15/acre = $300

Spring 2009:

Spray 1 qt. Roundup in spring 
@ $23/acre = $460

Plant switchgrass with No-till drill 
@ $14/acre = $280

Plant prairie mix & no-till rental 
@ $25/acre = $500

Total Site Prep & Planting 
$3,220

Seed: 



$1,830 (Prairie: $1,560, Switchgrass: $270)

Grand Total: 


$5,050

Below is a summary from the DNR of other nesting cover upgrading projects the DNR has completed since our partnership began last fall:

Here are the habitat upgrade figures so far for this year on:

· We frost seeded 90 acres of red clover in idled cropland in February on Verona(30ac.) and PMAs(60ac.).

· Frost seeded 20 acres of switchgrass at Fish Point in February.

· Thumb chapter PF sprayed 37 acres of switchgrass this spring at Verona to reduce competition.

· We disced and planted 80 acres of red clover in burned areas at Verona. 

Sharecroppers did same on 30 acres at Verona (20ac.) and Elkton PMA(10ac.).

· Sharecroppers planted 88 acres of cool season nest meadow mixes at Verona (83ac.) and Gagetown (5ac.) in idled cropland.

· Sharecropper planted 19 acres of prairie mix at Verona.

Also, we ended up burning 447 acres this spring.

Please thank everyone again for me for all the support – I truly appreciate their willingness to look beyond the county border and support a great habitat project. I am confident that the members of the chapter will support your decision to spend dollars on projects that provide quality hunting for everyone to enjoy! Have a great meeting and please let me know if I can provide any additional information.
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Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever are the only national conservation organizations that empower local chapters with 100% control of their fundraising dollars.  This model has made us the most efficient organization in conservation.  We need your help to continue our habitat and youth education efforts in the face of rising land prices, urban sprawl, and a society increasingly detached from nature.   

To join us in these efforts, visit us TODAY at www.PheasantsForever.org or www.QuailForever.org

